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Indigenous Perspectives: Honoring Native Voices in Maine and Beyond
January 25, 2021
Adrienne Benally, PhD (Diné)
At the University of Southern Maine (USM), we seek to recognize and acknowledge the
resilience and presence of Indigenous nations and communities whose lands we reside
on in the state of Maine. This past fall, we launched the academic year with the Gloria
S. Duclos Convocation on Indigenous Peoples: Recognizing and Repairing Harms of
Colonized Systems, that was a dynamic exchange of experiences, perspectives, history
and knowledge between three invited panelists of diverse tribal affiliation and
connections to our university. Following on the momentum of the fall 2020 Convocation
event, USM’s Convocation Committee will continue to create space for dialogue
bringing greater awareness and understanding of the histories, contemporary lives,
issues, and experiences of Native Americans by hosting a monthly Indigenous
Perspectives essay series.
Beginning in February, a monthly essay or creative expression authored by a Native
American community member in Maine will be published and disseminated to our
university community. We have invited contributing authors to focus their essays around
the themes of uncovering history, making connections, working towards healing, and
taking action. We hope these essays will educate and allow for more dialogue in the
classroom and in our homes. We want to recognize interconnected themes that speak
to the realities of contemporary Native American life. Tribal nations have responded to
radical impacts and changes on their cultural and traditional lives. Legacies of
colonization have significantly diminished the inherent aboriginal sovereign powers of
tribal nations; dispossessed them of their ancestral lands and Indigenous territories; and
disrupted cultural lifeways and traditional economies. Tribal nations today continue to be
denied access to ancestral lands intrinsic to cultural knowledge and sustainability; and
face social adversities consequent of long historical and persistent processes of
displacement, cultural suppression, and oppression.
Despite this, Native American community resilience and contemporary presence is
strong, including in Maine, which is located on the homelands of Wabanaki Tribal
Nations—the Micmac, Maliseet, Passamaquoddy, and Penobscot. These tribal nations
are four of the 574 distinct sovereign and self-determining tribal nations in the United
States today that have a formal, legal nation-to-nation relationship with the U.S. federal
government. The Maine Indian Land Claims Settlement Act of 1980, the Maine
Wabanaki-State Child Welfare Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and the
Penobscot Nation’s fight to hunt and fish along the Penobscot River, exemplify
Wabanaki assertions of tribal sovereignty and self-determination today. We see Native
community resilience and presence across the United States in distinct assertions of
tribal sovereignty; in fights to protect tribal treaty rights, lands, assets, and natural
resources; and, in efforts to revitalize languages and sustain culture for future

generations. It is important to recognize the diverse cultures, unique identities, and
political status of Native Americans today.
We all have a responsibility to grow our thinking, expand our understandings, and
challenge our assumptions with regard to Native Americans. It is crucial that we at the
University of Southern Maine listen and learn from Native voices, experiences, and
perspectives beginning in Maine, as we work toward greater inclusion and
representation of our Native American students, staff, and faculty.
The Convocation Committee is looking forward to using the Indigenous Perspectives
essay series as a platform for community engagement where we honor and affirm
Native American culture while deconstructing a history of injustices.

